
A Touch of Heaven in Brooklyn - Serving God’s People for 90 Years: 1927-2017 
 Love Lives Here 

SUNDAYS 
Saturday: 5:00 pm 
Sunday:   8:00 am 
               10:00 am 
               12:00 Noon 
WEEKDAYS 
Monday - Friday: 8:00 am 
Saturday:              9:00 am 
 

HOLYDAYS    
Vigil: 7:30 pm 
Day: 8:00 am 
         10:00 am 
 

CONFESSIONS: Saturday: 4:00 pm 
 
 

1395 East 56st Street · Brooklyn · NY · 11234 

Our Mission:  
We, the parish community of Mary Queen of Heaven, are called to live and proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ to all with whom we come into contact. 
We are committed to being a vibrant and welcoming community of faith by worshiping God through prayer and sacrament, teaching and sharing our faith, 

and serving others as Jesus did. We seek to become a faith community that invites people of all races and cultures to become part of our parish family. 

REV. THOMAS F. LEACH 
Pastor 
 

REV. IKENNA OKAGBUE 
Parochial Vicar 
 
 

DCN. JEAN BAPTISTE        
BOURSIQUOT 
Haitian Ministry 
 

CARLOS FERNANDO ROJAS  
Director of Music  
 

MRS. MARY CASATELLI 
School of Religion, Principal 
(718) 763-2590 
 

 
 

PARISH STAFF MASS SCHEDULE 

(718) 763-2330 (Telephone)               
(718) 763-6592 (Fax)  
 

Website: www.mqhchurch.net  
Email: mqhchurch@aol.com  
Facebook: “Mary Queen of 
Heaven Church” 
 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday:  
9:00 am -12 Noon 
1:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
 

Saturday:   
10:00 am - 6:00 pm 
 

Sunday: Closed  
 

 
 

MRS. MARY-CASSANDRA       
ODENAT 
Parish Secretary 
 

MS. KATHLEEN LAURIA 
Ministry of Consolation 
 

MS. CAROL POLANISH 
St. Vincent DePaul Society  
Respect Life Committee 
 

MS. CAROL ANN SALAMONE 
Ministry to the Homebound 
 

MS. HELEN JAMES 
Parish Social Ministry 
 

 

RECTORY 

MS. MARY BELLONE, Mary Queen of Heaven Catholic Academy 
Principal, (718) 763-2360, www.mqhca.org 

CELEBRATING 90 YEARS OF HEAVEN IN BROOKLYN 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF 
JESUS, MARY  

& JOSEPH 
DECEMBER 30, 2018 



SPECIAL EVENTS AT A GLANCE 

DEVOTIONS AT A GLANCE 

,Exposition &  
Benediction 

First Fridays, 10:00 am to 12:00 Noon in the   
Parish Center Chapel 

Miraculous  
Medal Novena 

Mondays, Novena & Benediction following the 8:00 am 
Mass 

Morning  
Prayer 

Monday to Friday, 7:45 am,  
Saturdays 8:45 am 

Rosary Monday to Friday after the 8:00 am Mass,  
Saturday after the 9:00 am Mass 

RECURRING EVENTS/MEETINGS AT A GLANCE 

Baptisms Last Sunday of the month, 1 pm. An appointment must be 
made with one of the priests or the 

Bereavement 
Support Group 

Call the Rectory Office (718-763-2330) 
for referral. 

Boy Scouts 
  

Every Friday, 7:15 pm - 9:00 pm, Parish Center Teen 
Room 

Charismatic  
Prayer Group 

Every Friday of each month 7:00 pm in the Parish Center. 

Cub Scouts 
  

Every Friday, 6:45 pm - 8:15 pm, Parish Hall 

Girl Scouts Most Sundays, 11:30 am-1:30 pm, Parish Center Teen 
Room. Kindergarten-Grade 12. For more info.: Jeanne 
Cirone 917-601-3460, jmcirone@gmail.com 

Haitian Choir Rehearsal, Every Saturday, 11:00 am - 1:00 pm, Church 

Holy Name 
Society 

Monday after the 2nd Sunday, 8:00 pm, 
Parish Center 

La Legion 
de Marie 

First and Third Sunday of each month, 
1:00 pm in the Parish Center. Second 
Saturday of each month, 3:00 pm-5:00 pm 
Committee Members in the Parish Center. 

Line Dancing Wednesdays, Parish Hall, 6:30 pm-9:30 pm, 
$8 per person 

Prayer Group 
Cenacle 

Thursdays, 7:30 pm, Parish Center 

Rosary 
Society 

First Sunday of each month, 
1:00 pm-3:00pm, Parish Hall 

Seniors Every Wednesday, 1:15 pm - 4:00 pm, Parish Hall. All 
seniors are invited. 

Youth Group First & Third Thursday of each month, 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm, 
Parish Center Youth Room 

THE SHEPHERD’S VOICE  
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 How do parents “lose” a child?  In my experi-
ence it happened because I was suddenly attracted by 
something and either stopped, transfixed, while my 
parents continued on, or wandered away while they 
were busy.  Once separated, both sides felt an over-
whelming panic. 
 Imagine Mary and Joseph’s reaction, a whole 
day’s journey from Jerusalem, when they realized 
Jesus was not in the caravan.  He was twelve, right on 
the cusp of becoming a man in his religion.  Mary 
must have thought he left in the company of Joseph 
and the men; Joseph that he was still with the other 
children and their mothers. 
 What attracted Jesus and held him in the Holy 
City?  It was the Temple: its beauty, its rituals, and 
the religious discussions.  He was doubly attracted, 
first of all because of the prayerfulness, piety, and 
faithfulness he witnessed in his parents, and second-
ly, by his nature as the Son of God. “Did you not 
know that I must be in my Father’s house?”, he asked 
the anxious searchers. 
 Mary and Joseph were observant of the laws 
and rituals and customs of their faith, and carefully 
taught them to Jesus.  May our parents be as faithful 
in handing on our Catholic traditions to their chil-
dren. 
 May we see an increase in families attending 
Mass together in the new year.  May we see our par-
ish family grow.  God’s blessings to you in 2019! 
     

      In the Good Shepherd, 
              Father Tom Leach 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO TURN OFF ALL MOBILE  
DEVICES WHILE IN CHURCH. 

PARISHIONER IN NEED—MARTHA TORRES 
Martha has been an active parishioner here at Mary 
Queen of Heaven and has also served as a minister of 
Holy Communion for many years.  Martha has been in 
kidney failure for the past three (3) years and is now in 
dire need of a kidney transplant.  She is hopeful that a 
generous parishioner will heed the call and be willing to 
donate a kidney for her transplant.  If the Lord moves you 
to be a donor or you know someone who might be inter-
ested in giving the gift of life, please contact Lauren 
Syed, Transplant Coordinator at New York Presbyterian 
Hospital at 212-305-8597.  If you need further infor-
mation, feel free to email Martha at angel-
torresny@aol.com. 

All new and returning families are 
welcomed to Mary Queen of  

Heaven Parish and are encouraged to 
become actively involved in parish 

societies and activities.  
 

January 6, 
Sunday 

*Rosary Society Mass & Meeting – 
 12:00 pm Mass followed by meeting, 
  Church/Parish Hall. 

New Members are Always Welcomed! 
*La Legion De Marie – 1:15 pm, Church 

January 21, 
Monday 

Rectory Closed in Honor of 
Martin Luther King Day 

January 27, 
Sunday 

*Cub Scouts Pancake Breakfast –  
 10:00 am, Parish Hall 



THIS WEEKEND—Saturday & Sunday 
 DECEMBER 29TH & DECEMBER 30TH 

The Book Club is currently reading  
“The Girl who Wrote in Silk” by Kelli Estes 
for discussion on Wednesday, January 16th  

at 7:30 pm in the Parish Center Lounge Room.   

JOIN IN OUR READING AND DISCUSSIONS 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 3RD 

YOUTH GROUP:  7:00 pm, Parish Hall 
PRAYER GROUP CENACLE:  7:30 pm, Parish Center 

 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 4RD 

CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP: 7:00 pm, Parish 
Center Chapel 
BOY SCOUTS  MEETING: 7:15 pm, Parish Center 

MEETINGS—REMINDER FOR THIS WEEK 

 

The Holy Family: Jesus, Mary  
and Joseph 

The devotion to the Holy Family was 

born in Bethlehem, together with the Ba-

by Jesus. The shepherds went to adore the 

Child and, at the same time, they gave honor to His fami-

ly. Later, in a similar way, the three wise men came from 

the East to adore and give honor to the newborn King 

with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh that would be 

safeguarded by His family. We can go further to affirm 

that in a certain sense Christ, Himself, was the first devo-

tee of His family. He showed His devotion to His mother 

and foster father by submitting Himself, with infinite 

humility, to the duty of filial obedience towards them. 

This is what St Bernard of Clairvaux said in this regard, 

‘God, to whom angels submit themselves and who princi-

palities and powers obey, was subject to Mary; and not 

only to Mary but Joseph also for Mary’s sake [….]. God 

obeyed a human creature; this is humility without prece-

dent. A human creature commands God; it is sublime 

beyond measure.’ (First Homily on the ‘Missus Est’). 

Today’s celebration demonstrates Christ’s humility and 

obedience with respect to the fourth commandment, 

whilst also highlighting the loving care that His parents 

exercised in His keeping….            ©www.catholicculture.org 
 

FILIPINO MASS & FELLOWSHIP 
Join us at 2:30 pm for the Filipino Mass on Sunday fol-
lowed by fellowship in the Parish Hall.   

CALLING ALTAR SERVERS 
5th graders and up in our school, and in public 
school, are eligible, and are encouraged, to be-
come Altar Servers. Practice Day and Time: 
Every Thursday at 4:00 pm in the 
Church.  Please meet with Fr. Ikenna for Parent’s 
Permission Slip and other information. 

MARY QUEEN OF HEAVEN CATHOLIC 
ACADEMY 

 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all. 
 

Ms. Mary Bellone, Principal 

PARTY FOR PARISH VOLUNTEERS 
 

In recent years more than half of our invitations to the 
party have not been accepted.  I can only imagine that 
people have many other obligations or are beginning to 
feel “partied out” as we get close to Christmas. For that 
reason our volunteer “thank you” will become a Mardi 
Gras party, and will take place in our Hall on Saturday, 
March 2nd.  Please mark your calendars now. 

 JANUARY 1, 2019 

 

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL (ACA)-As of 12/18/18 
Our Diocesan Goal: $62,348.00 

Out of 1,571 registered ACA members 
282 have pledged $67,147.00  

Out of this pledged amount, the Diocese has  
received $64,346.00  

 

YEAH! We met and exceeded our goal for 
2018. For the last two years we have had to reach 

into our operating account to pay the short fall,  
so this is great news.  

 

Thank you to all of our  
parishioners and friends who 
helped to make this happen. 

 

 
There are still some pledges that the Diocese has not 
received. The ACA for 2018 ends tomorrow, Decem-
ber 31st. Although we have met our goal, please still 
consider completing your pledge payment as all contri-
butions received over our goal amount will be returned 
to our parish and will be used to help maintain a physi-
cally, spiritually and financially healthy church.   



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2018 
THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH 
Readings: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14, Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17, Lk 2;41-52 

 8:00 am 
10:00 am 
12:00 pm 

For the Families of the Parish 
For the Families of the Parish 
For the Families of the Parish 

 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2018 
Seventh Day within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord, Feast of St.  
Sylvester 1, Pope 
Readings: 1 Jn 2:18-21, Jn 1:1-18 

 
8:00 am  
5:00 pm 

 
People of the Parish 
Special Intentions 

 
 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 1, 2019 
The Octave of the Nativity of the Lord, Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother 
of God, New Year’s Day, World Day of Prayer for Peace 
Readings: Nm 6:22-27/Gal4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 

 
10:00 am 
 
12:00 pm 

 
Tree of Lights Memorial 
Mass 
Raymonde Charles (Living) 

 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 2, 2019 
Feast of Sts. Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops & Doctors of 
the Church 
Readings: 1 Jn 2:22-28, Jn 1:19-28 

 
8:00 am  

 
For Healing for John, Paul & 
Andrew 

Requested by: 
Stephanie Puleo 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 3, 2019 
Christmas Weekday, Feast of the Most Holy Name of Jesus 
Readings: 1 Jn 2:29-3:6, Jn 1:29-34 

 
8:00 am 

 
Special Intentions 

 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 4, 2019 
Feast of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religion 
Readings: 1 Jn 3:7-10, Jn 1:35-42 

 
8:00 am 
 
9:00 am 

 
Bob Harsen - 
Birthday Remembrance 
Purgatorial Mass 

Requested by: 
Terry & Marybeth Dillon 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 5, 2019 
Feast of St. John Neumann, Bishop 
Readings: 1 Jn 3:11-21, Jn 1:43-51 

  
9:00 am 
5:00 pm 

 
Rev. Msgr. John Burns 
Mr. & Mrs. Francis &  
Godwin Mbadugha, Madeline 
Ibe 

Requested by: 
Helen Abia & Family 
 
C Martin & Family 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 6, 2018 
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
Readings: Is 60:1-6, Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6, Mt 2:1-12 

 8:00 am 
10:00 am 
 
12:00 pm 

Jeff D’Meza 
In Honor of St. Andre  
Bessette & St. Joseph  
The Rosary Society 

Evelyn D’Meza 
Terry & Mary Beth Dillon 
 
The Rosary Society 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK 

 
 

Memorials 
Special Intentions 

 

 

MARRIAGES 
Please speak with Fr. Tom, Fr. Ikenna or Dcn. Jean Baptiste at 
least 9 months before your wedding.  Access www.pre-cana.org to 
obtain Pre-Cana information. 
 

 

VOCATIONS  
Anyone seeking information regarding the Priesthood,  
Permanent Deaconate, Religious Life or to serve in our  
Parish as a Lay Minister, please speak with Fr. Tom.  “By your 
endurance you will gain your souls.”  Are you being invited to 
gain your soul and the souls of countless others for Christ as a 
priest, deacon or in the consecrated life?  Contact the Vocation 
Office at 718-827-2454 or email: vocations@diobrook.org. 

SICK CALLS WILL BE MADE AT ANY TIME  
Please call the Rectory Office to arrange a communion call to the 
sick, elderly or a pastoral visit to a hospitalized loved one. 

***SICK LIST*** 
You must call into the Rectory Office only on Mondays  
before 3:00 pm to add a name to the Sick List. The name will 
then appear on the list for 4 weeks, after which time it will be re-
moved. You must call again to the Rectory Office only on Mon-
days before 3:00 pm to have the name re-added to the list. 

Mama Adama 
Dr. Emma Amobi 
Charles Amobi 
Grace Amobi 
Regina Aguyi 
Beatrice’s Mother 
Nick Berlingieri 
Tracy Thorne Brown 
Angela Calcaterra 
Eric Carew, Jr.  
Brother Paul Chikobi 
Mary Grace D’Allegrio 
Josephine Deluca 
Zackery DeLuca 
Thomas DiPietro 
Charlene Dominique 
Mama Emma 
Denise Fields 
Barbara Giannettino 
Kathryn & Joanne Kearney 
John Keyes 
Jerome Leonard 
Liz Mbamah 
Betty Mitchel 
Thelma Madeam 
Victor Maggio 
Sister Mercy 

Mercy’s Brother 
Mercy’s Sister 
Kenny Mintzes & Family 
Jimmie Mitchel 
Mary Moss 
Domenick Mottola 
Lady Cecilia Okafor 
Mama James Okafor 
Mama Justin Okafor 
Chioma Okoko 
Orel’s Husband 
Janet Pasternack 
Michael Piccininni 
Carol Polanish 
Helen Rodriguez 
Frank Rotelli 
Opie Sandoval 
Jerome Sergeant 
Vincent Soriano 
Achalla State 
Bill Taylor 
Oby Udorgi 
Muriel Taylor 
Sylvia Thomas 
Elana Thorne 
Chinello Uwazoba 
 

BULLETIN ADVERTISEMENTS   
Please support those businesses whose ads are dis-
played in the back of our bulletin. Please also ask the 
businesses that you patronize to support MQH by tak-
ing out an advertisement in our bulletin. Contact J. S. 
Paluch Co., Inc. at 800-524-0263. Rest in Peace:   

to all of our deceased relatives and friends and  
deceased members of the parish. 

Purgatorial Society:  
Jeffrey DeVerteuil, Carmelo Gallaro,  

Frank Laureanceau, Jimmy Macchio,  
Gloria Varban  

MQH GIFT SHOP 
Remember to shop our gift shop, open after 
each Mass on Saturday evenings and Sun-
days.  

 


